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687 April 4, 1910. 

DRUGGISTS COOPERATE IN VENEREAL DISEASE CONTROL 

WORK. 

Some time ago the Division of Venereal Diseases of the Public 
Health Service circularized druggists with literature and pledge cards. 
Druggists were asked to sign a card on which the following pledges 
appear: 

"1. Not to prescribe or recommend any remedy for a venereal 
disease. 

"2. After this date, not to purchase a proprietary remedy to be sold 
to the public for the self-treatment of a venereal disease, and not to 
sell any such remedy after January 15, 1919. 

"3. To refill only such prescriptions for the treatment of venereal 
disease as were given originally to the customer by a reputable phy- 
sician who is still in charge oi the case. 

"4. To cause literature furnished by the Surgeon General to be 
handed to every person asking, without a physician's prescription, 
for a remedy customarily confined to the treatment of a venereal 
disease. Further, to direct the applicant to a reputable physician, 
to a board of health, or to an approved venereal clinic." 

The cards were sent to 48,500 retail druggists and 26,049 of the 
druggists (over 50 per cent) returned their pledge cards properly 
signed. These signed cards have been sent to the State health offi- 
cers for their information and in order that they may supply the 
druggists with the literature mentioned in paragraph 4 of the pledge 
cards. The campaign among druggists is now in the state of attempt- 
ing to enlist those members of the trade who failed to sign the first' 
request of the Public Health Service. Retail druggists are now re- 
ceiving through the mails a copy of the speeial bulletin, " Responsi- 
bility of Druggists for the Public Health," designed to impress upon 
the members of the trade the fact that they occupy a peculiar position 
in their relationship to the communities they serve. Druggists and 
drug clerks should consider it their imperative duty to cooperate in 
the venereal-disease control program. 



DEATHS DURING WEEK ENDED MARCH 22, 1919, IN CITIES. 

The following table shows the registered deaths from all causes and 
from pneumonia (all forms) and influenza combined in certain large 
cities of the United States during the week ended March 22, 1919. 
The annual death rates per 1,000 population for the week and for the 
corresponding week of previous years are also shown. 

The data are taken from the " Weekly Health Index," March 25, 
1919, issued by the Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce. 
The populations used in computing the rates are estimated by the 
Bureau of the Census as of July 1, 1918. 



